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planned that the first day of general mobilization was set
for July 31, and so made to coincide with the day on which
the troops in the four Southern Districts were actually to
be called up and transportation was to begin; thus was
avoided all confusion which might have resulted if general
mobilization had been delayed a day longer. With the new
signed ukase Dobrorolski hurried again, as the night before,
to the Central Telegraph Office. "Every operator was sit-
ting by his instrument waiting for the copy of the tele-
gram, in order to send to all the ends of the Russian Empire
the momentous news of the calling up of the Russian people.
A few minutes after six, while absolute stillness reigned in
the room, all the instruments began at once to click. That
was the beginning moment of the great epoch."62
Dobrorolski waited for the confirming reply telegrams.
They began to come in about 7:00 P.M., and made it certain
that all the places in direct telegraph connection with St.
Petersburg, which comprised all the more important cities
in European and Asiatic Russia, were receiving the order
promptly and correctly.63 In the Warsaw Military District,
for instance, bordering on Germany, various Russian com-
manding officers received the mobilization telegrams at
7:55 P.M., 8:02 P.M., 8:15 P.M., and acted upon them at
once.64
In a remote Siberian village an English traveller was
awakened a few hours later, at 4:00 A.M., by a great
commotion outside his window, and was asked by an excited
peasant: "Have you heard the news? There is war."65
During the night the red mobilization placards, calling
men to the colors, had been posted up everywhere on the
street corners. No further change of mind, on the part of
the Tsar was now possible. Russia was committed to the
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